
Positions, Callings & Duties of The Priesthoods 
 
 D&C 20 - Received mostly April 6, 1830 as revelation. “We obtained of Him [Jesus Christ] the following, by the spirit of prophecy and revelation” 
- ”But there is a possibility that man may fall from grace and depart from the living God; Therefore let the church take heed and pray always, lest they fall into temptation; Yea, and even 
let those who are sanctified take heed also.” (D&C 20:32-33) 
- “No person is to be ordained to any office in this church, where there is a regularly organized branch of the same, without the vote of that church; But the presiding elders, traveling 
bishops, high councilors, high priests, and elders, may have the privilege of ordaining, where there is no branch of the church that a vote may be called.” (D&C 20:65-66) 
D&C 84 - Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet, at Kirtland, Ohio, September 22 and 23, 1832 
- “For whoso is faithful unto the obtaining these two priesthoods of which I have spoken, and the magnifying their calling, are sanctified by the Spirit unto the renewing of their bodies. 
They become the sons of Moses and of Aaron and the seed of Abraham, and the church and kingdom, and the elect of God. And also all they who receive this priesthood receive me, saith 
the Lord; For he that receiveth my servants receiveth me; And he that receiveth me receiveth my Father; And he that receiveth my Father receiveth my Father’s kingdom; therefore all 
that my Father hath shall be given unto him. And this is according to the oath and covenant which belongeth to the priesthood. Therefore, all those who receive the priesthood, receive 
this oath and covenant of my Father, which he cannot break, neither can it be moved. But whoso breaketh this covenant after he hath received it, and altogether turneth therefrom, shall 
not have forgiveness of sins in this world nor in the world to come. And wo unto all those who come not unto this priesthood which ye have received, which I now confirm upon you who 
are present this day, by mine own voice out of the heavens; and even I have given the heavenly hosts and mine angels charge concerning you.” (D&C 84:33-42) 
- “Therefore, let every man stand in his own office, and labor in his own calling; and let not the head say unto the feet it hath no need of the feet; for without the feet how shall the body 
be able to stand? Also the body hath need of every member, that all may be edified together, that the system may be kept perfect.” (D&C 84:109-110) 
D&C 107 - Revelation given through Joseph Smith at Kirkland, OH April 1835. 
- “Wherefore, now let every man learn his duty, and to act in the office in which he is appointed, in all diligence. He that is slothful shall not be counted worthy to stand, and he that learns 
not his duty and shows himself not approved shall not be counted worthy to stand. Even so. Amen.” (D&C 107:99-100) 
  D&C 124 - Revelation given to Joseph Smith at Nauvoo, IL January 19, 1841 
- “Verily I say unto you, I now give unto you the officers belonging to my priesthood, that ye may hold the keys thereof, even the Priesthood which is after the order of Melchizedek, which 
is after the order of mine Only Begotten Son.” (D&C 124:123) 
- “The above offices I have given unto you, and the keys thereof, for helps and for governments, for the work of the ministry and the perfecting of my saints. And a commandment I give 
unto you, that you should fill all these offices and approve of those names which I have mentioned, or else disapprove of them at my general conference; And that ye should prepare 
rooms for all these offices in my house when you build it upon my name, saith the Lord your God. Even so. Amen.” (D&C 124:143)  
D&C 88 
- “And again, the order of the house prepared for the presidency of the school of the prophets, established for their instruction in all things that are expedient for them, even for all the 
officers of the church, or in other words, those who are called to the ministry in the church, beginning at the high priests, even down to the deacons—” (D&C 88:127) 
Joseph Smith, Jr. 
- “On the subject of ordination, a few words are necessary. In many instances there has been too much haste in this thing, and the admonition of Paul has been too slightingly passed 
over, which says, “Lay hands suddenly upon no man.” Some have been ordained to the ministry, and have never acted in that capacity, or magnified their calling at all. Such may expect to 
lose their appointment, except they awake and magnify their office. Let the Elders abroad be exceedingly careful upon this subject, and when they ordain a man to the holy ministry, let 
him be a faithful man, who is able to teach others also; that the cause of Christ suffer not. It is not the multitude of preachers that is to bring about the glorious millennium! but it is those 
who are “called, and chosen, and faithful.” (Joseph Smith, Jr., “TPJS,” p.42) 
- “From a retrospect of the requirements of the servants of God to preach the Gospel, we find few qualified even to be Priests, and if a Priest understands his duty, his calling, and 
ministry, and preaches by the Holy Ghost, his enjoyment is as great as if he were one of the Presidency; and his services are necessary in the body, as are also those of Teachers and 
Deacons. Therefore, in viewing the Church as a whole, we may strictly denominate it one Priesthood.” (Joseph Smith, Jr., “TPJS,” p.112) 
- “The Presidency of Kirtland and Zion say that the Lord has manifested by revelation of His Spirit, that the High Priests, Teachers, Priests, and Deacons, or in other words, all the officers in 
the land of Clay County, Missouri, belonging to the Church, are more or less in transgression, because they have not enjoyed the Spirit of God sufficiently to be able to comprehend their 
duties respecting themselves and the welfare of Zion; thereby having been left to act in a manner that is detrimental to the interest, and also a hindrance to the redemption of Zion. Now 
if they will be wise, they will humble themselves in a peculiar manner that God may open the eyes of their understanding. It will be clearly manifested what the design and purposes of 
the Almighty are with regard to them, and the children of Zion.” (Joseph Smith, Jr., “TPJS,” p.78) 
- “And how were Apostles, Prophets, Pastors, Teachers and Evangelists chosen? By prophecy (revelation) and by laying on of hands—by a divine communication, and a divinely appointed 
ordinance—through the medium of the Priesthood, organized according to the order of God, by divine appointment.” (Joseph Smith, Jr., “TPJS,” p.206) 
- ”We believe in the gift of the Holy Ghost being enjoyed now, as much as it was in the Apostles’ days; we believe that it [the gift of the Holy Ghost] is necessary to make and to organize 
the Priesthood, that no man can be called to fill any office in the ministry without it;” (Joseph Smith, Jr., “TPJS,” p.243) 
 
 
 
Presiding Patriarch 
- “First, I give unto you, Hyrum Smith to be a patriarch unto you, to hold the sealing blessings of my church, even the Holy Spirit of promise, whereby ye are sealed up unto the day of 
redemption, that ye may not fall, notwithstanding the hour of temptation that may come upon you.” (D&C 124:124) 
- “It is the duty of the Twelve, in all large branches of the church, to ordain evangelical ministers, as they shall be designated unto them by revelation—The order of this priesthood was 
confirmed to be handed down from father to son, and rightly belongs to the literal descendants of the chosen seed, to whom the promises were made.” (D&C 107:39-40) 

- “an Evangelist is a Patriarch, even the oldest man of the blood of Joseph or of the seed of Abraham. Wherever the Church of Christ is established in the earth, there should 
be a Patriarch for the benefit of the posterity of the Saints.” (Joseph Smith, Jr. HC 3:381). 

- “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:” 
(Ephesians 4:11-13) 
- “So shall it be with my father: he shall be called a prince over his posterity, holding the keys of the patriarchal Priesthood over the kingdom of God on earth, even the Church of the 
Latter-day Saints, and he shall sit in the general assembly of Patriarchs, even in council with the Ancient of Days when he shall sit and all the Patriarchs with him and shall enjoy his right 
and authority under the direction of the Ancient of Days. And blessed also, is my mother, for she is a mother in Israel, and shall be a partaker with my father in all his patriarchal 
blessings.” (Joseph Smith, Jr., “TPJS,” p.39) 
- “He shall stand in the tracks of his father and be numbered among those who hold the right of Patriarchal Priesthood, even the Evangelical Priesthood and power shall be upon him, that 
in his old age his name may be magnified on the earth.” (Joseph Smith, Jr., “TPJS,” p.40) 
 
 
President of the Church 
- “Then comes the High Priesthood, which is the greatest of all. Wherefore, it must needs be that one be appointed of the High Priesthood to preside over the priesthood, and he shall be 
called President of the High Priesthood of the Church; Or, in other words, the Presiding High Priest over the High Priesthood of the Church. From the same comes the administering of 
ordinances and blessings upon the church, by the laying on of the hands.” (D&C 107:64-66) 
- “And again, the duty of the President of the office of the High Priesthood is to preside over the whole church, and to be like unto Moses— Behold, here is wisdom; yea, to be a seer, a 
revelator, a translator, and a prophet, having all the gifts of God which he bestows upon the head of the church.” (D&C 107:91-92) 
- “But a literal descendant of Aaron has a legal right to the presidency of this [Aaronic] priesthood, to the keys of this ministry, to act in the office of bishop independently, without 
counselors, except in a case where a President of the High Priesthood, after the order of Melchizedek, is tried, to sit as a judge in Israel. And the decision of either of these councils, 
agreeable to the commandment which says: Again, verily, I say unto you, the most important business of the church, and the most difficult cases of the church, inasmuch as there is not 
satisfaction upon the decision of the bishop or judges, it shall be handed over and carried up unto the council of the church, before the Presidency of the High Priesthood. And the 



Presidency of the council of the High Priesthood shall have power to call other high priests, even twelve, to assist as counselors; and thus the Presidency of the High Priesthood and its 
counselors shall have power to decide upon testimony according to the laws of the church. And after this decision it shall be had in remembrance no more before the Lord; for this is the 
highest council of the church of God, and a final decision upon controversies in spiritual matters. There is not any person belonging to the church who is exempt from this council of the 
church. And inasmuch as a President of the High Priesthood shall transgress, he shall be had in remembrance before the common council of the church, who shall be assisted by twelve 
counselors of the High Priesthood; And their decision upon his head shall be an end of controversy concerning him. 
(D&C 107:76-83) 
- “Every president of the high priesthood (or presiding elder), bishop, high councilor, and high priest, is to be ordained by the direction of a high council or general conference.” (D&C 
20:67) 
 
 
First Presidency 
- “Of the Melchizedek Priesthood, three Presiding High Priests, chosen by the body, appointed and ordained to that office, and upheld by the confidence, faith, and prayer of the church, 
form a quorum of the Presidency of the Church.” (D&C 107:22) 
- “The Melchizedek Priesthood holds the right of presidency, and has power and authority over all the offices in the church in all ages of the world, to administer in spiritual things.” (D&C 
107:8-9) 
- “And they [the quorum of the Twelve Apostles] form a quorum, equal in authority and power to the three presidents previously mentioned [the first presidency].” (D&C 107:23-24) 
- “Verily, verily, I say unto you my servant Frederick G. Williams: Listen to the voice of him who speaketh, to the word of the Lord your God, and hearken to the calling wherewith you are 
called, even to be a high priest in my church, and a counselor unto my servant Joseph Smith, Jun.; Unto whom I have given the keys of the kingdom, which belong always unto the 
Presidency of the High Priesthood:” (D&C 81:1-2) 
- “And every decision made by either of these quorums [the First Presidency, quorum of the Twelve Apostles, quorum of the seventy] must be by the unanimous voice of the same; that is, 
every member in each quorum must be agreed to its decisions, in order to make their decisions of the same power or validity one with the other— A majority may form a quorum when 
circumstances render it impossible to be otherwise— Unless this is the case, their decisions are not entitled to the same blessings which the decisions of a quorum of three presidents 
were anciently, who were ordained after the order of Melchizedek, and were righteous and holy men. The decisions of these quorums, or either of them, are to be made in all 
righteousness, in holiness, and lowliness of heart, meekness and long-suffering, and in faith, and virtue, and knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness and charity; 
Because the promise is, if these things abound in them they shall not be unfruitful in the knowledge of the Lord. And in case that any decision of these quorums is made in 
unrighteousness, it may be brought before a general assembly of the several quorums, which constitute the spiritual authorities of the church; otherwise there can be no appeal from 
their decision.” (D&C 107:27-32) 
- “I give unto you my servant Joseph to be a presiding elder over all my church, to be a translator, a revelator, a seer, and prophet.” (D&C 124:125) 
- “I give unto him for counselors Sidney Rigdon and my servant William Law, that these may constitute a quorum and First Presidency, to receive the oracles for the whole church.” (D&C 
124:126) 
- “Neither take ye thought beforehand what ye shall say; but treasure up in your minds continually the words of life, and it shall be given you in the very hour that portion that shall be 
meted unto every man. Therefore, let no man among you, for this commandment is unto all the faithful who are called of God in the church unto the ministry, from this hour take purse 
or scrip, that goeth forth to proclaim this gospel of the kingdom.” (D&C 84:85-86) 
 
 
Apostle, Twelve 
- ”...An apostle is an elder, and it is his calling to baptize; And to ordain other elders, priests, teachers, and deacons; And to administer bread and wine—the emblems of the flesh and 
blood of Christ— And to confirm those who are baptized into the church, by the laying on of hands for the baptism of fire and the Holy Ghost, according to the scriptures; And to teach, 
expound, exhort, baptize, and watch over the church; And to confirm the church by the laying on of the hands, and the giving of the Holy Ghost; And to take the lead of all meetings.” 
(D&C 20:38-44) 
- “And it came to pass that when Jesus had spoken these words unto Nephi, and to those who had been called, (now the number of them who had been called, and received power and 
authority to baptize, was twelve) and behold, he stretched forth his hand unto the multitude, and cried unto them, saying: Blessed are ye if ye shall give heed unto the words of these 
twelve whom I have chosen from among you to minister unto you, and to be your servants; and unto them I have given power that they may baptize you with water; and after that ye are 
baptized with water, behold, I will baptize you with fire and with the Holy Ghost...” (3 Ne 12:1) 
- “The Twelve are a Traveling Presiding High Council, to officiate in the name of the Lord, under the direction of the Presidency of the Church, agreeable to the institution of heaven; to 
build up the church, and regulate all the affairs of the same in all nations, first unto the Gentiles and secondly unto the Jews. The Seventy are to act in the name of the Lord, under the 
direction of the Twelve or the traveling high council, in building up the church and regulating all the affairs of the same in all nations, first unto the Gentiles and then to the Jews— The 
Twelve being sent out, holding the keys, to open the door by the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and first unto the Gentiles and then unto the Jews.” (D&C 107:33-35) 
- “The twelve traveling councilors are called to be the Twelve Apostles, or special witnesses of the name of Christ in all the world—thus differing from other officers in the church in the 
duties of their calling. And they form a quorum, equal in authority and power to the three presidents previously mentioned.” (D&C 107:23-24) 
- “And they [the seventy] form a quorum, equal in authority to that of the Twelve special witnesses or Apostles just named.” (D&C 107:26) 
- ”Therefore, go ye into all the world; and unto whatsoever place ye cannot go ye shall send, that the testimony may go from you into all the world unto every creature. And as I said unto 
mine apostles, even so I say unto you, for you are mine apostles, even God’s high priests; ye are they whom my Father hath given me; ye are my friends; Therefore, as I said unto mine 
apostles I say unto you again, that every soul who believeth on your words, and is baptized by water for the remission of sins, shall receive the Holy Ghost.” (D&C 84:62-64) 
- “And also with Peter, and James, and John, whom I have sent unto you, by whom I have ordained you and confirmed you to be apostles, and especial witnesses of my name, and bear 
the keys of your ministry and of the same things which I revealed unto them.” (D&C 27:12) 
- “It is the duty of the Twelve, in all large branches of the church, to ordain evangelical ministers, as they shall be designated unto them by revelation—The order of this priesthood was 
confirmed to be handed down from father to son, and rightly belongs to the literal descendants of the chosen seed, to whom the promises were made.” (D&C 107:39-40) 
- “The standing high councils, at the stakes of Zion, form a quorum equal in authority in the affairs of the church, in all their decisions, to the quorum of the presidency, or to the traveling 
high council. The high council in Zion form a quorum equal in authority in the affairs of the church, in all their decisions, to the councils of the Twelve at the stakes of Zion. It is the duty of 
the traveling high council to call upon the Seventy, when they need assistance, to fill the several calls for preaching and administering the gospel, instead of any others.” (D&C 107:36-38) 
- “And every decision made by either of these quorums [the First Presidency, quorum of the Twelve Apostles, quorum of the seventy] must be by the unanimous voice of the same; that is, 
every member in each quorum must be agreed to its decisions, in order to make their decisions of the same power or validity one with the other— A majority may form a quorum when 
circumstances render it impossible to be otherwise— Unless this is the case, their decisions are not entitled to the same blessings which the decisions of a quorum of three presidents 
were anciently, who were ordained after the order of Melchizedek, and were righteous and holy men. The decisions of these quorums, or either of them, are to be made in all 
righteousness, in holiness, and lowliness of heart, meekness and long-suffering, and in faith, and virtue, and knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness and charity; 
Because the promise is, if these things abound in them they shall not be unfruitful in the knowledge of the Lord. And in case that any decision of these quorums is made in 
unrighteousness, it may be brought before a general assembly of the several quorums, which constitute the spiritual authorities of the church; otherwise there can be no appeal from 
their decision.” (D&C 107:27-32) 
- “Whereas other officers of the church, who belong not unto the Twelve, neither to the Seventy, are not under the responsibility to travel among all nations, but are to travel as their 
circumstances shall allow, notwithstanding they may hold as high and responsible offices in the church.” (D&C 107:98) 
- “I give unto you my servant Brigham Young be a president over the Twelve traveling council; which Twelve hold the keys to open up the authority of my kingdom upon the four corners 
of the earth, and after that to send my word to every creature.” (D&C 124:127-28) 
- They are Heber C. Kimball, Parley P. Pratt, Orson Pratt, Orson Hyde, William Smith, John Taylor, John E. Page, Wilford Woodruff, Willard Richards, George A. Smith; David Patten have I 
taken unto myself; behold, his priesthood no man taketh from him; but, verily I say unto you, another may be appointed unto the same calling.” (D&C 124:129-130) 
- “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ:  :” (Ephesians 4:11-13) 



- ”And again I say unto you, my friends, for from henceforth I shall call you friends, it is expedient that I give unto you this commandment, that ye become even as my friends in days when 
I was with them, traveling to preach the gospel in my power; For I suffered them not to have purse or scrip, neither two coats. Behold, I send you out to prove the world, and the laborer 
is worthy of his hire.” (D&C 84:77-79) 
- “The Twelve also are not to serve tables, but to bear the keys of the Kingdom to all nations, and unlock the door of the Gospel to them, and call upon the Seventies to follow after them, 
and assist them. The Twelve are at liberty to go wheresoever they will, and if any one will say, I wish to go to such a place, let all the rest say amen.” (Joseph Smith, Jr., “TPJS,” p.109) 
- “President Smith proposed the following question: What importance is there attached to the calling of the Twelve Apostles, different from the other callings or officers of the Church? 
After the question was discussed by Councilors Patten, Young, Smith, and M’Lellin, President Joseph Smith, Jun., gave the following decision: ‘They are the Twelve Apostles, who are called 
to the office of the Traveling High Council, who are to preside over the churches of the Saints, among the Gentiles, where there is no presidency established; and they are to travel and 
preach among the Gentiles, until the Lord shall command them to go to the Jews. They are to hold the keys of this ministry, to unlock the door of the Kingdom of heaven unto all nations, 
and to preach the Gospel to every creature. This is the power, authority, and virtue of their apostleship.’” (Oliver Cowdery, Clerk. Feb. 27, 1835. DHC 2:200) 
 
 
 Standing High Council 
- “The standing high councils, at the stakes of Zion, form a quorum equal in authority in the affairs of the church, in all their decisions, to the quorum of the presidency, or to the traveling 
high council. The high council in Zion form a quorum equal in authority in the affairs of the church, in all their decisions, to the councils of the Twelve at the stakes of Zion. It is the duty of 
the traveling high council to call upon the Seventy, when they need assistance, to fill the several calls for preaching and administering the gospel, instead of any others.” (D&C 107:36-38) 
- “Whereas other officers of the church, who belong not unto the Twelve, neither to the Seventy, are not under the responsibility to travel among all nations, but are to travel as their 
circumstances shall allow, notwithstanding they may hold as high and responsible offices in the church.” (D&C 107:98) 
- “And again I say unto you, I give unto you a high council, for the corner-stone of Zion— Namely Samuel Bent, Henry G. Sherwood, George W. Harris, Charles C. Rich, Thomas Grover, 
Newel Knight, David Dort, Dunbar Wilson— Seymour Brunson I have taken unto myself; no man taketh his priesthood, but another may be appointed unto the same priesthood in his 
stead; and verily I say unto you, let me servant Aaron Johnson ordained unto this calling in his stead— David Fullmer, Alpheus Cutler, William Huntington.” (D&C 124:131-132) 

- Cornerstone of Zion = Independence Stake 
 
High Priest 
- “Then comes the High Priesthood, which is the greatest of all. Wherefore, it must needs be that one be appointed of the High Priesthood to preside over the priesthood, and he shall be 
called President of the High Priesthood of the Church; Or, in other words, the Presiding High Priest over the High Priesthood of the Church.” (D&C 107:64-66) 
- “And again, I give unto you Don C. Smith to be president over a quorum of high priests; Which ordinance is instituted for the purpose of qualifying those who shall be standing presidents 
or servants over stakes scattered abroad. And they may travel also if they choose, but rather be ordained for standing presidents; this is the office of their calling, saith the Lord your God. 
I give unto him Amasa Lyman and Noah Packard for counselors, that they may preside over the quorum of high priests of my church, saith the Lord.” (D&C 124:133-136) 
- “High priests after the order of the Melchizedek Priesthood have a right to officiate in their own standing, under the direction of the presidency, in administering spiritual things, and 
also in the office of an elder, priest (of the Levitical order), teacher, deacon, and member.” (D&C 107:10) 
- “A High Priest is a member of the same Melchizedek Priesthood with the Presidency, but not of the same power or authority in the Church. The Seventies are also members of the same 
Priesthood, [i.e., the High Priesthood], are a sort of traveling council or Priesthood, and may preside over a church or churches, until a High Priest can be had. The Seventies are to be 
taken from the quorum of Elders, and are not to be High Priests. They are subject to the direction and dictation of the Twelve, who have the keys of the ministry. All are to preach the 
Gospel, by the power and influence of the Holy Ghost; and no man can preach the Gospel without the Holy Ghost.” (Joseph Smith, Jr., “TPJS,” p.112) 
- “No man has a legal right to this office [of bishop], to hold the keys of this priesthood, except he be a literal descendant of Aaron. But as a high priest of the Melchizedek Priesthood has 
authority to officiate in all the lesser offices, he may officiate in the office of bishop when no literal descendant of Aaron can be found, provided he is called and set apart and ordained 
unto this power by the hands of the Presidency of the Melchizedek Priesthood.” (D&C 107:16-17) 
- “Every president of the high priesthood (or presiding elder), bishop, high councilor, and high priest, is to be ordained by the direction of a high council or general conference.” (D&C 
20:67) 
- “The duty of a High Priest is to administer in spiritual and holy things, and to hold communion with God; but not to exercise monarchial government, or to appoint meetings for the 
Elders without their consent. And again, it is the High Priests’ duty to be better qualified to teach principles and doctrines, than the Elders; for the office of Elder is an appendage to the 
High Priesthood, and it concentrates and centers in one.”  (Joseph Smith, Jr., “TPJS,” p.21) 
- “In answer to your inquiry in a former letter, relative to the duty of the Seventies in regulating churches, etc., I say that the duties of the Seventies are more particularly to preach the 
Gospel, and build up churches, rather than regulate them, that a High Priest may take charge of them. If a High Priest should be remiss in his duty, and should lead, or suffer the Church to 
be led astray, depart from the ordinances of the Lord, then it is the duty of one of the Seventies, acting under the special direction of the Twelve, being duly commissioned by them with 
their delegated authority, to go to the Church, and if agreeable to a majority of the members of said Church, to proceed to regulate and put in order the same; otherwise, he can have no 
authority to act.” (Joseph Smith, Jr. DHC 4:128–129) 
 
 
Seventy 
- “The Seventy are also called to preach the gospel, and to be especial witnesses unto the Gentiles and in all the world—thus differing from other officers in the church in the duties of 
their calling. And they form a quorum, equal in authority to that of the Twelve special witnesses or Apostles just named. (D&C 107:25-26) 
- “The Twelve are a Traveling Presiding High Council, to officiate in the name of the Lord, under the direction of the Presidency of the Church, agreeable to the institution of heaven; to 
build up the church, and regulate all the affairs of the same in all nations, first unto the Gentiles and secondly unto the Jews. The Seventy are to act in the name of the Lord, under the 
direction of the Twelve or the traveling high council, in building up the church and regulating all the affairs of the same in all nations, first unto the Gentiles and then to the Jews.” (D&C 
107:33-34) 
- “And again, I give unto you Joseph Young, Josiah Butterfield, Daniel Miles, Henry Herriman, Zera Pulsipher, Levi Hancock, James Foster, to preside over the quorum of the seventies; 
Which quorum is instituted for traveling elders bear record of my name in all the world, wherever the traveling high council, mine apostles, shall send them to prepare the way before my 
face. The difference between this quorum and the quorum of elders is that one is to travel continually, and the other is to preside over the churches from time to time; the one has 
responsibility of presiding from time to time, and the other has no responsibility of presiding, saith the Lord your God.” (D&C 124:138-140) 
- “And it is according to the vision showing the order of the Seventy, that they should have seven presidents to preside over them, chosen out of the number of the seventy; And the 
seventh president of these presidents is to preside over the six; And these seven presidents are to choose other seventy besides the first seventy to whom they belong, and are to preside 
over them; And also other seventy, until seven times seventy, if the labor in the vineyard of necessity requires it. And these seventy are to be traveling ministers, unto the Gentiles first 
and also unto the Jews.” (D&C 107:93-97) 
- “A High Priest is a member of the same Melchizedek Priesthood with the Presidency, but not of the same power or authority in the Church. The Seventies are also members of the same 
Priesthood, [i.e., the High Priesthood], are a sort of traveling council or Priesthood, and may preside over a church or churches, until a High Priest can be had. The Seventies are to be 
taken from the quorum of Elders, and are not to be High Priests. They are subject to the direction and dictation of the Twelve, who have the keys of the ministry. All are to preach the 
Gospel, by the power and influence of the Holy Ghost; and no man can preach the Gospel without the Holy Ghost.” (Joseph Smith, Jr., “TPJS,” p.112) 
- “And every decision made by either of these quorums [the First Presidency, quorum of the Twelve Apostles, quorum of the seventy] must be by the unanimous voice of the same; that is, 
every member in each quorum must be agreed to its decisions, in order to make their decisions of the same power or validity one with the other— A majority may form a quorum when 
circumstances render it impossible to be otherwise— Unless this is the case, their decisions are not entitled to the same blessings which the decisions of a quorum of three presidents 
were anciently, who were ordained after the order of Melchizedek, and were righteous and holy men. The decisions of these quorums, or either of them, are to be made in all 
righteousness, in holiness, and lowliness of heart, meekness and long-suffering, and in faith, and virtue, and knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness and charity; 
Because the promise is, if these things abound in them they shall not be unfruitful in the knowledge of the Lord. And in case that any decision of these quorums is made in 
unrighteousness, it may be brought before a general assembly of the several quorums, which constitute the spiritual authorities of the church; otherwise there can be no appeal from 
their decision.” (D&C 107:27-32) 



- “Again, the duty of the president over the office of elders is to preside over ninety-six elders, and to sit in council with them, and to teach them according to the covenants. This 
presidency is a distinct one from that of the seventy, and is designed for those who do not travel into all the world.” (D&C 107:89-90) 
- “Whereas other officers of the church, who belong not unto the Twelve, neither to the Seventy, are not under the responsibility to travel among all nations, but are to travel as their 
circumstances shall allow, notwithstanding they may hold as high and responsible offices in the church.” (D&C 107:98) 
- “The standing high councils, at the stakes of Zion, form a quorum equal in authority in the affairs of the church, in all their decisions, to the quorum of the presidency, or to the traveling 
high council. The high council in Zion form a quorum equal in authority in the affairs of the church, in all their decisions, to the councils of the Twelve at the stakes of Zion. It is the duty of 
the traveling high council to call upon the Seventy, when they need assistance, to fill the several calls for preaching and administering the gospel, instead of any others.” (D&C 107:36-38) 
- “In answer to your inquiry in a former letter, relative to the duty of the Seventies in regulating churches, etc., I say that the duties of the Seventies are more particularly to preach the 
Gospel, and build up churches, rather than regulate them, that a High Priest may take charge of them. If a High Priest should be remiss in his duty, and should lead, or suffer the Church to 
be led astray, depart from the ordinances of the Lord, then it is the duty of one of the Seventies, acting under the special direction of the Twelve, being duly commissioned by them with 
their delegated authority, to go to the Church, and if agreeable to a majority of the members of said Church, to proceed to regulate and put in order the same; otherwise, he can have no 
authority to act.” (Joseph Smith, Jr. DHC 4:128–129) 
 
 
Elder 
- “And again, the offices of elder and bishop are necessary appendages belonging unto the high priesthood.” (D&C 84:29) 
- “The office of an elder comes under the priesthood of Melchizedek.” (D&C 107:7) 
- “The elders are to conduct the meetings as they are led by the Holy Ghost, according to the commandments and revelations of God.” (D&C 20:45) 
- “And again I say unto you, I give unto you John A. Hicks, Samuel Williams, and Jesse Baker, which priesthood is to preside over the quorum of elders, which quorum is instituted for 
standing ministers; nevertheless they may travel, yet are ordained to be standing ministers to my church, saith the Lord.” (D&C 124:138) 
- “An elder has a right to officiate in his stead when the high priest is not present. The high priest and elder are to administer in spiritual things, agreeable to the covenants and 
commandments of the church; and they have a right to officiate in all these offices of the church when there are no higher authorities present.” (D&C 107:11-12) 
- “It is expedient that the church meet together often to partake of bread and wine in the remembrance of the Lord Jesus; And the elder or priest shall administer it...” (D&C 20:75-76) 
- “It shall be the duty of the several churches, composing the church of Christ, to send one or more of their teachers to attend the several conferences held by the elders of the church, 
With a list of the names of the several members uniting themselves with the church since the last conference; or send by the hand of some priest; so that a regular list of all the names of 
the whole church may be kept in a book by one of the elders, whomsoever the other elders shall appoint from time to time;” (D&C 20:81-82) 
- “Again, the duty of the president over the office of elders is to preside over ninety-six elders, and to sit in council with them, and to teach them according to the covenants. This 
presidency is a distinct one from that of the seventy, and is designed for those who do not travel into all the world.” (D&C 107:89-90) 
- “Every elder, priest, teacher, or deacon is to be ordained according to the gifts and callings of God unto him; and he is to be ordained by the power of the Holy Ghost, which is in the one 
who ordains him.” (D&C 20:60) 
- “And again, I give unto you Joseph Young, Josiah Butterfield, Daniel Miles, Henry Herriman, Zera Pulsipher, Levi Hancock, James Foster, to preside over the quorum of the seventies; 
Which quorum is instituted for traveling elders bear record of my name in all the world, wherever the traveling high council, mine apostles, shall send them to prepare the way before my 
face. The difference between this quorum and the quorum of elders is that one is to travel continually, and the other is to preside over the churches from time to time; the one has 
responsibility of presiding from time to time, and the other has no responsibility of presiding, saith the Lord your God.” (D&C 124:138-140) 
- “High priests after the order of the Melchizedek Priesthood have a right to officiate in their own standing, under the direction of the presidency, in administering spiritual things, and 
also in the office of an elder, priest (of the Levitical order), teacher, deacon, and member.” (D&C 107:10) 
- ”The several elders composing this church of Christ are to meet in conference once in three months, or from time to time as said conferences shall direct or appoint; And said 
conferences are to do whatever church business is necessary to be done at the time. The elders are to receive their licenses from other elders, by vote of the church to which they belong, 
or from the conferences.” (D&C 20:61-63) 
- “The duty of a High Priest is to administer in spiritual and holy things, and to hold communion with God; but not to exercise monarchial government, or to appoint meetings for the 
Elders without their consent. And again, it is the High Priests’ duty to be better qualified to teach principles and doctrines, than the Elders; for the office of Elder is an appendage to the 
High Priesthood, and it concentrates and centers in one.”  (Joseph Smith, Jr., “TPJS,” p.21) 
 
 
Bishop 
- “And again, the offices of elder and bishop are necessary appendages belonging unto the high priesthood.” (D&C 84:29) 
- “The bishopric is the presidency of this [Aaronic] priesthood, and holds the keys or authority of the same.” (D&C 107:15) 
- “No man has a legal right to this office, to hold the keys of this priesthood, except he be a literal descendant of Aaron. But as a high priest of the Melchizedek Priesthood has authority to 
officiate in all the lesser offices, he may officiate in the office of bishop when no literal descendant of Aaron can be found, provided he is called and set apart and ordained unto this 
power by the hands of the Presidency of the Melchizedek Priesthood.” (D&C 107:16-17) 
- “Wherefore, the office of a bishop is not equal unto it [Presiding High Priest]; for the office of a bishop is in administering all temporal things; Nevertheless a bishop must be chosen from 
the High Priesthood, unless he is a literal descendant of Aaron; For unless he is a literal descendant of Aaron he cannot hold the keys of that priesthood. Nevertheless, a high priest, that 
is, after the order of Melchizedek, may be set apart unto the ministering of temporal things, having a knowledge of them by the Spirit of truth; And also to be a judge in Israel, to do the 
business of the church, to sit in judgment upon transgressors upon testimony as it shall be laid before him according to the laws, by the assistance of his counselors, whom he has chosen 
or will choose among the elders of the church. This is the duty of a bishop who is not a literal descendant of Aaron, but has been ordained to the High Priesthood after the order of 
Melchizedek. Thus shall he be a judge, even a common judge among the inhabitants of Zion, or in a stake of Zion, or in any branch of the church where he shall be set apart unto this 
ministry, until the borders of Zion are enlarged and it becomes necessary to have other bishops or judges in Zion or elsewhere. And inasmuch as there are other bishops appointed they 
shall act in the same office. But a literal descendant of Aaron has a legal right to the presidency of this priesthood, to the keys of this ministry, to act in the office of bishop independently, 
without counselors, except in a case where a President of the High Priesthood, after the order of Melchizedek, is tried, to sit as a judge in Israel. And the decision of either of these 
councils, agreeable to the commandment which says: Again, verily, I say unto you, the most important business of the church, and the most difficult cases of the church, inasmuch as 
there is not satisfaction upon the decision of the bishop or judges, it shall be handed over and carried up unto the council of the church, before the Presidency of the High Priesthood.” 
(D&C 107:68-78)  
- “The Bishop is a High Priest, and necessarily so, because he is to preside over that particular branch of Church affairs, that is denominated the Lesser Priesthood, and because we have 
no direct lineal descendant of Aaron, to whom it would of right belong.” (Joseph Smith, Jr. “TPJS,” p112) 
- “Also the duty of the president over the Priesthood of Aaron is to preside over forty-eight priests, and sit in council with them, to teach them the duties of their office, as is given in the 
covenants— This president is to be a bishop; for this is one of the duties of this priesthood.” (D&C 107:87-88) 
- “And again I say unto you, I give unto you Vinson Knight, Samuel H. Smith, and Shadrach Roundy, if he will receive it, to preside over the bishopric; a knowledge of said bishopric is given 
unto you in the book of Doctrine & Covenants.” (D&C 124:141) 
- “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:” 
(Ephesians 4:11-13) 
- “This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given 
to hospitality, apt to teach; Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in 
subjection with all gravity; (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?) Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the 
condemnation of the devil. Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.” (1 Timothy 3:1-7) 
- “For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre; But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good 
men, sober, just, holy, temperate; Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.” (Titus 
1:7-9) 



“blameless” = justified, remission of sins 
- “Every president of the high priesthood (or presiding elder), bishop, high councilor, and high priest, is to be ordained by the direction of a high council or general conference.” (D&C 
20:67) 
 
 
Priest 
- ”The priest’s duty is to preach, teach, expound, exhort, and baptize, and administer the sacrament, And visit the house of each member, and exhort them to pray vocally and in secret 
and attend to all family duties. And he may also ordain other priests, teachers, and deacons. And he is to take the lead of meetings when there is no elder present; But when there is an 
elder present, he is only to preach, teach, expound, exhort, and baptize, And visit the house of each member, exhorting them to pray vocally and in secret and attend to all family duties. 
In all these duties the priest is to assist the elder if occasion requires.” (D&C 20:46-52) 
- “It is expedient that the church meet together often to partake of bread and wine in the remembrance of the Lord Jesus; And the elder or priest shall administer it...” (D&C 20:75-76) 
- “Every elder, priest, teacher, or deacon is to be ordained according to the gifts and callings of God unto him; and he is to be ordained by the power of the Holy Ghost, which is in the one 
who ordains him.” (D&C 20:60) 
- “Verily, I say unto you, saith the Lord of Hosts, there must needs be presiding elders to preside over those who are of the office of an elder; And also priests to preside over those who 
are of the office of a priest; And also teachers to preside over those who are of the office of a teacher, in like manner, and also the deacons— Wherefore, from deacon to teacher, and 
from teacher to priest, and from priest to elder, severally as they are appointed, according to the covenants and commandments of the church.” (D&C 107:60-63) 
- “Also the duty of the president over the Priesthood of Aaron is to preside over forty-eight priests, and sit in council with them, to teach them the duties of their office, as is given in the 
covenants— This president is to be a bishop; for this is one of the duties of this priesthood. (D&C 107:87-88) 
- ”All members removing from the church where they reside, if going to a church where they are not known, may take a letter certifying that they are regular members and in good 
standing, which certificate may be signed by any elder or priest if the member receiving the letter is personally acquainted with the elder or priest, or it may be signed by the teachers or 
deacons of the church.” (D&C 20:84) 
- “High priests after the order of the Melchizedek Priesthood have a right to officiate in their own standing, under the direction of the presidency, in administering spiritual things, and 
also in the office of an elder, priest (of the Levitical order), teacher, deacon, and member.” (D&C 107:10) 
 
 
Teacher 
- “And again, the offices of teacher and deacon are necessary appendages belonging to the lesser priesthood, which priesthood was confirmed upon Aaron and his sons.” (D&C 84:30) 
- “And behold, the high priests should travel, and also the elders, and also the lesser priests; but the deacons and teachers should be appointed to watch over the church, to be standing 
ministers unto the church.” (D&C 84:111) 
- “The teacher’s duty is to watch over the church always, and be with and strengthen them; And see that there is no iniquity in the church, neither hardness with each other, neither lying, 
backbiting, nor evil speaking; And see that the church meet together often, and also see that all the members do their duty. And he is to take the lead of meetings in the absence of the 
elder or priest— And is to be assisted always, in all his duties in the church, by the deacons, if occasion requires. But neither teachers nor deacons have authority to baptize, administer 
the sacrament, or lay on hands; They are, however, to warn, expound, exhort, and teach, and invite all to come unto Christ. (D&C 20:53-59) 
- “The Teachers and Deacons are the standing ministers of the Church, and in the absence of other officers, great things and holy walk are required of them. They must strengthen the 
members’ faith; persuade such as are out of the way to repent, and turn to God and live; meekly persuade and urge every one to forgive one another all their trespasses, offenses and 
sins, that they may work out their own salvation with fear and trembling.” (Joseph Smith, Jr., “TPJS,” p.77) 
- “Every elder, priest, teacher, or deacon is to be ordained according to the gifts and callings of God unto him; and he is to be ordained by the power of the Holy Ghost, which is in the one 
who ordains him.” (D&C 20:60) 
- “It shall be the duty of the several churches, composing the church of Christ, to send one or more of their teachers to attend the several conferences held by the elders of the church, 
With a list of the names of the several members uniting themselves with the church since the last conference; or send by the hand of some priest; so that a regular list of all the names of 
the whole church may be kept in a book by one of the elders, whomsoever the other elders shall appoint from time to time;” (D&C 20:81-82) 
- “Verily, I say unto you, saith the Lord of Hosts, there must needs be presiding elders to preside over those who are of the office of an elder; And also priests to preside over those who 
are of the office of a priest; And also teachers to preside over those who are of the office of a teacher, in like manner, and also the deacons— Wherefore, from deacon to teacher, and 
from teacher to priest, and from priest to elder, severally as they are appointed, according to the covenants and commandments of the church.” (D&C 107:60-63) 
- “And also the duty of the president over the office of the teachers is to preside over twenty-four of the teachers, and to sit in council with them, teaching them the duties of their office, 
as given in the covenants.” (D&C 107:86) 
- ”All members removing from the church where they reside, if going to a church where they are not known, may take a letter certifying that they are regular members and in good 
standing, which certificate may be signed by any elder or priest if the member receiving the letter is personally acquainted with the elder or priest, or it may be signed by the teachers or 
deacons of the church.” (D&C 20:84) 
- “High priests after the order of the Melchizedek Priesthood have a right to officiate in their own standing, under the direction of the presidency, in administering spiritual things, and 
also in the office of an elder, priest (of the Levitical order), teacher, deacon, and member.” (D&C 107:10) 
 
 
Deacon 
- “And again, the offices of teacher and deacon are necessary appendages belonging to the lesser priesthood, which priesthood was confirmed upon Aaron and his sons.” (D&C 84:30) 
- “And behold, the high priests should travel, and also the elders, and also the lesser priests; but the deacons and teachers should be appointed to watch over the church, to be standing 
ministers unto the church.” (D&C 84:111) 
- “The Teachers and Deacons are the standing ministers of the Church, and in the absence of other officers, great things and holy walk are required of them. They must strengthen the 
members’ faith; persuade such as are out of the way to repent, and turn to God and live; meekly persuade and urge every one to forgive one another all their trespasses, offenses and 
sins, that they may work out their own salvation with fear and trembling.” (Joseph Smith, Jr., “TPJS,” p.77) 
- “Verily, I say unto you, saith the Lord of Hosts, there must needs be presiding elders to preside over those who are of the office of an elder; And also priests to preside over those who 
are of the office of a priest; And also teachers to preside over those who are of the office of a teacher, in like manner, and also the deacons— Wherefore, from deacon to teacher, and 
from teacher to priest, and from priest to elder, severally as they are appointed, according to the covenants and commandments of the church.” (D&C 107:60-63) 
- “And again, verily I say unto you, the duty of a president over the office of a deacon is to preside over twelve deacons, to sit in council with them, and to teach them their duty, edifying 
one another, as it is given according to the covenants. (D&C 107:85) 
- “Every elder, priest, teacher, or deacon is to be ordained according to the gifts and callings of God unto him; and he is to be ordained by the power of the Holy Ghost, which is in the one 
who ordains him.” (D&C 20:60) 
- ”All members removing from the church where they reside, if going to a church where they are not known, may take a letter certifying that they are regular members and in good 
standing, which certificate may be signed by any elder or priest if the member receiving the letter is personally acquainted with the elder or priest, or it may be signed by the teachers or 
deacons of the church.” (D&C 20:84) 
- “Likewise must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre; Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. And let these also 
first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, being found blameless. Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things. Let the deacons be the 
husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well. For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the 
faith which is in Christ Jesus. (1 Timothy 3:8-13) 
- “High priests after the order of the Melchizedek Priesthood have a right to officiate in their own standing, under the direction of the presidency, in administering spiritual things, and 
also in the office of an elder, priest (of the Levitical order), teacher, deacon, and member.” (D&C 107:10) 
 
 



Member 
-“And again, by way of commandment to the church concerning the manner of baptism—All those who humble themselves before God, and desire to be baptized, and come forth with 
broken hearts and contrite spirits, and witness before the church that they have truly repented of all their sins, and are willing to take upon them the name of Jesus Christ, having a 
determination to serve him to the end, and truly manifest by their works that they have received of the Spirit of Christ unto the remission of their sins, shall be received by baptism into 
his church.” (D&C 20:37) 
- “The duty of the members after they are received by baptism—The elders or priests are to have a sufficient time to expound all things concerning the church of Christ to their 
understanding, previous to their partaking of the sacrament and being confirmed by the laying on of the hands of the elders, so that all things may be done in order. And the members 
shall manifest before the church, and also before the elders, by a godly walk and conversation, that they are worthy of it, that there may be works and faith agreeable to the holy 
scriptures—walking in holiness before the Lord. Every member of the church of Christ having children is to bring them unto the elders before the church, who are to lay their hands upon 
them in the name of Jesus Christ, and bless them in his name. No one can be received into the church of Christ unless he has arrived unto the years of accountability before God, and is 
capable of repentance.” (D&C 20:68-71) 
- “It is expedient that the church meet together often to partake of bread and wine in the remembrance of the Lord Jesus” (D&C 20:75) 
- ”All members removing from the church where they reside, if going to a church where they are not known, may take a letter certifying that they are regular members and in good 
standing, which certificate may be signed by any elder or priest if the member receiving the letter is personally acquainted with the elder or priest, or it may be signed by the teachers or 
deacons of the church.” (D&C 20:84) 
- “High priests after the order of the Melchizedek Priesthood have a right to officiate in their own standing, under the direction of the presidency, in administering spiritual things, and 
also in the office of an elder, priest (of the Levitical order), teacher, deacon, and member.” (D&C 107:10) 
 
 
——— 
 
Defining the Two Priesthoods 
 
- “There are, in the church, two priesthoods, namely, the Melchizedek and Aaronic, including the Levitical Priesthood.” (D&C 107:1) 
- “Of necessity there are presidents, or presiding officers growing out of, or appointed of or from among those who are ordained to the several offices in these two priesthoods.” (D&C 
107:21) 
 
 Aaronic Priesthood 
- “The second priesthood is called the Priesthood of Aaron, because it was conferred upon Aaron and his seed, throughout all their generations. Why it is called the lesser priesthood is 
because it is an appendage to the greater, or the Melchizedek Priesthood, and has power in administering outward ordinances.” (D&C 107:13-14) 
- “The power and authority of the lesser, or Aaronic Priesthood, is to hold the keys of the ministering of angels, and to administer in outward ordinances, the letter of the gospel, the 
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins, agreeable to the covenants and commandments.” (D&C 107:20) 
- “And the lesser priesthood continued, which priesthood holdeth the key of the ministering of angels and the preparatory gospel; Which gospel is the gospel of repentance and of 
baptism, and the remission of sins, and the law of carnal commandments, which the Lord in his wrath caused to continue with the house of Aaron among the children of Israel until John, 
whom God raised up, being filled with the Holy Ghost from his mother’s womb.” (D&C 84:26-27) 
- “And the Lord confirmed a priesthood also upon Aaron and his seed, throughout all their generations, which priesthood also continueth and abideth forever with the priesthood which is 
after the holiest order of God.” (D&C 84:18) 
- “And if any man among you be strong in the Spirit, let him take with him him that is weak, that he may be edified in all meekness, that he may become strong also. Therefore, take with 
you those who are ordained unto the lesser priesthood, and send them before you to make appointments, and to prepare the way, and to fill appointments that you yourselves are not 
able to fill. Behold, this is the way that mine apostles, in ancient days, built up my church unto me.” (D&C 84:106-108) 
- “And also John the son of Zacharias, which Zacharias he (Elias) visited and gave promise that he should have a son, and his name should be John, and he should be filled with the spirit of 
Elias; Which John I have sent unto you, my servants, Joseph Smith, Jun., and Oliver Cowdery, to ordain you unto the first priesthood which you have received, that you might be called and 
ordained even as Aaron;” (D&C 27:7-8) 
- “In the first place, suffice it to say, I went into the woods to inquire of the Lord, by prayer, His will concerning me, and I saw an angel, and he laid his hands upon my head, and ordained 
me to a Priest after the order of Aaron, and to hold the keys of this Priesthood, which office was to preach repentance and baptism for the remission of sins, and also to baptize. But I was 
informed that this office did not extend to the laying on of hands for the giving of the Holy Ghost; that that office was a greater work, and was to be given afterward; but that my 
ordination was a preparatory work, or a going before, which was the spirit of Elias.” (Joseph Smith, Jr., “TPJS,” p.335) 
- “The 3rd is what is called the Levitical Priesthood, consisting of priests to administer in outward ordinances, made without an oath; but the Priesthood of Melchizedek is by an oath and 
covenant.” (Joseph Smith, Jr., “TPJS,” p.323) 
 
 
Melchizedek Priesthood 
- “Why the first is called the Melchizedek Priesthood is because Melchizedek was such a great high priest. Before his day it was called the Holy Priesthood, after the Order of the Son of 
God. But out of respect or reverence to the name of the Supreme Being, to avoid the too frequent repetition of his name, they, the church, in ancient days, called that priesthood after 
Melchizedek, or the Melchizedek Priesthood. All other authorities or offices in the church are appendages to this priesthood. But there are two divisions or grand heads—one is the 
Melchizedek Priesthood, and the other is the Aaronic or Levitical Priesthood.” (D&C 107:2-6) 
- “And again, the offices of elder and bishop are necessary appendages belonging unto the high priesthood.” (D&C 84:29) 
- “For whoso is faithful unto the obtaining these two priesthoods of which I have spoken, and the magnifying their calling, are sanctified by the Spirit unto the renewing of their bodies. 
They become the sons of Moses and of Aaron and the seed of Abraham, and the church and kingdom, and the elect of God. And also all they who receive this priesthood receive me, saith 
the Lord; For he that receiveth my servants receiveth me; And he that receiveth me receiveth my Father; And he that receiveth my Father receiveth my Father’s kingdom; therefore all 
that my Father hath shall be given unto him. And this is according to the oath and covenant which belongeth to the priesthood. Therefore, all those who receive the priesthood, receive 
this oath and covenant of my Father, which he cannot break, neither can it be moved. But whoso breaketh this covenant after he hath received it, and altogether turneth therefrom, shall 
not have forgiveness of sins in this world nor in the world to come. And wo unto all those who come not unto this priesthood which ye have received, which I now confirm upon you who 
are present this day, by mine own voice out of the heavens; and even I have given the heavenly hosts and mine angels charge concerning you.” (D&C 84:33-42) 
- “The Melchizedek Priesthood holds the right from the eternal God, and not by descent from father and mother; and that priesthood is as eternal as God Himself, having neither 
beginning of days nor end of life. The 2nd Priesthood is Patriarchal authority. Go to and finish the temple, and God will fill it with power, and you will then receive more knowledge 
concerning this priesthood. The 3rd is what is called the Levitical Priesthood, consisting of priests to administer in outward ordinances, made without an oath; but the Priesthood of 
Melchizedek is by an oath and covenant. The Holy Ghost is God’s messenger to administer in all those priesthoods.” 
- “The Melchizedek Priesthood holds the right of presidency, and has power and authority over all the offices in the church in all ages of the world, to administer in spiritual things” (D&C 
107:9) 
- “Then comes the High Priesthood, which is the greatest of all. Wherefore, it must needs be that one be appointed of the High Priesthood to preside over the priesthood, and he shall be 
called President of the High Priesthood of the Church; Or, in other words, the Presiding High Priest over the High Priesthood of the Church.” (D&C 107:64-66) 
- “The power and authority of the higher, or Melchizedek Priesthood, is to hold the keys of all the spiritual blessings of the church— To have the privilege of receiving the mysteries of the 
kingdom of heaven, to have the heavens opened unto them, to commune with the general assembly and church of the Firstborn, and to enjoy the communion and presence of God the 
Father, and Jesus the mediator of the new covenant.” (D&C 107:18-19) 
- “Which priesthood continueth in the church of God in all generations, and is without beginning of days or end of years… And this greater priesthood administereth the gospel and 
holdeth the key of the mysteries of the kingdom, even the key of the knowledge of God. Therefore, in the ordinances thereof, the power of godliness is manifest. And without the 



ordinances thereof, and the authority of the priesthood, the power of godliness is not manifest unto men in the flesh; For without this no man can see the face of God, even the Father, 
and live.” (D&C 84:17,19-22) 
- “For he [John the Baptist] was baptized while he was yet in his childhood, and was ordained by the angel of God at the time he was eight days old unto this power, to overthrow the 
kingdom of the Jews, and to make straight the way of the Lord before the face of his people, to prepare them for the coming of the Lord, in whose hand is given all power. (D&C 84:28) 
- “Have we not learned the Priesthood after the order of Melchizedek, which includes both Prophets, Priests and Kings: see Rev. 1 Chap., 6th v., and I will advance your Prophet to a Priest, 
and then to a King—not to the Kingdoms of this earth, but of the Most High God. See Rev. 5 Chap., 10th v.—‘Thou hast made us unto our God, Kings and Priests, and we shall reign on the 
earth.” (Joseph Smith, Jr., “TPJS,” p.318) 
- “What was the power of Melchizedek? ’Twas not the Priesthood of Aaron which administers in outward ordinances, and the offering of sacrifices. Those holding the fulness of the 
Melchizedek Priesthood are kings and priests of the Most High God, holding the keys of power and blessings. In fact, that Priesthood is a perfect law of theocracy, and stands as God to 
give laws to the people, administering endless lives to the sons and daughters of Adam.” (Joseph Smith, Jr., “TPJS,” p.322) 
 
Patriarchal Priesthood? 
- “So shall it be with my father [Joseph Smith, Sr.]: he shall be called a prince over his posterity, holding the keys of the patriarchal Priesthood over the kingdom of God on earth, even the 
Church of the Latter-day Saints, and he shall sit in the general assembly of Patriarchs, even in council with the Ancient of Days when he shall sit and all the Patriarchs with him and shall 
enjoy his right and authority under the direction of the Ancient of Days. And blessed also, is my mother, for she is a mother in Israel, and shall be a partaker with my father in all his 
patriarchal blessings.” (Joseph Smith, Jr., “TPJS,” p.39) 
- “He [Hyrum Smith] shall stand in the tracks of his father and be numbered among those who hold the right of Patriarchal Priesthood, even the Evangelical Priesthood and power shall be 
upon him, that in his old age his name may be magnified on the earth.” (Joseph Smith, Jr., “TPJS,” p.40) 


